
7. HURRICANE INFORMATION 
The following information is provided to assist personnel in preparing for, surviving, and 
recovering from Hurricanes and Tornadoes in the Florida panhandle. 
 
HURRICANES 
Hurricane winds travel in a counter-clockwise direction around a calm center known as the “eye”. 
If a hurricane is to directly hit this area from the south, we will first experience high winds from the 
east, and then a calm period as the eye passes over, followed by equally high winds from the 
west. Hurricane winds can achieve sustained speeds of up to 200 mph, with even stronger gusts. 
These winds will topple trees, houses and power lines.  
 
The primary damaging force of a hurricane is its high water. The hurricane-produced high tides 
(storm surges), rain, floods, and wave action have been responsible for 75% of the deaths and 
66% of the property damage brought about by Northwest Florida hurricanes. Tornadoes and 
torrential downpours also accompany hurricanes. Frequently more than 12 inches of rain will fall 
within 24 hours. 
 
HURRICANE CATEGORIES 
Wind speed, the implied effects, and an example of each type of storm listed. 
 

Category WINDS (mph) STORM SURGE (ft) DAMAGE EXAMPLES 
     
1 74 – 95 4 – 5  Minimal Erin (1995) 
2 96 – 110 6 – 8  Moderate Elena (1985) 
3 111 – 130 9 – 12 Extensive Opal (1995) 
4 131 – 155 13 – 18 Extreme Hugo (1989) 
5 Over 155 Over 18 Catastrophic Andrew (1992) 

 
HURRICANE WATCH: An announcement issued by the National Hurricane Center whenever a 
hurricane becomes a threat to coastal areas. It indicates that a hurricane is near enough that 
everybody in the area covered by the “Watch” should listen for subsequent advisories and be 
ready to take precautionary measures in case hurricane warnings are issued. Watches are 
usually issued 24-36 hours in advance of landfall. 
 
HURRICANE WARNING: A warning issued by the National Hurricane Center that sustained 
winds of 74 MPH or higher associated with a hurricane are expected in a specific coastal area in 
24 hours or less. When a hurricane warning is issued, all precautions should be taken 
immediately. If the hurricane’s path is unusual or erratic, the warnings may be issued only a few 
hours before the beginning of hurricane conditions. 
 
HURRICANE CONDITIONS (HURCONs) 
Simply indicates how soon we expect storm winds in this area (1 knot=1.15 mph) 
 

HURCON ARRIVAL (Hours) WINDS (Knots) 
 
4 72 50 or greater 
3 48 50 or greater 
2 24 50 or greater 
1 12 50 or greater 

 
 
 
 



 
EVACUATION & SHELTERS 
Voluntary Evacuation: Shelters on base will be available. The 16 SOW/CC may instruct areas of 
on base housing to evacuate to shelters, while other areas may use the shelters at their 
discretion. 
When a Recommended Evacuation is ordered, non-mission critical personnel are highly 
encouraged to evacuate to Maxwell AFB or another location. Shelters on base may open, but 
may not be able to accommodate the entire expected population. Personnel who elect to 
evacuate off base will be placed on permissive TDY status. They will receive no reimbursement 
for costs, and must remain in contact with their units for a possible recall. 
When a Mandatory Evacuation is ordered, there will be no on-base shelters. All personnel and 
families must leave the base. Because personnel are required to leave the base, travel expenses 
will be reimbursed to and from Maxwell AFB. Travel to other destinations may not be reimbursed. 
Direct questions to Survival Recovery Center (884-3063/4/5) or Readiness Flight (884-
6480/7601).You may receive the taped hurricane weather recording (884-7682) whenever a 
hurricane enters the gulf. 
 
RADIO STATIONS 
Okaloosa County: AM 1260, FM 105.5 and FM 99.5.       
Montgomery: FM 92.3 or FM103.3 
Dothan, AL: FM 99.7 or FM 106.7  
Mobile, AL 91.3 WHIL-FM 60  
Pensacola, FL 88.1 WUWF 45  
De Funiak Springs, FL 89.1 WFSW 45  
Quincy, FL 91.5 WFSQ 45  
Monticello, FL 88.9 WFSU-FM 60  
Jacksonville, FL 89.9 WJCT-FM 60 
 
SHELTERS 
ON-BASE SHELTERS 
Health and Wellness Center BLDG 90232 
Child Development Center BLDG 90353 
Chapel BLDG 90203 
Permanent Exercise Facility BLDG 91601 
Youth Center BLDG 90304 
 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
Hurlburt Field Family Assistance Center - 1-877-571-7209 
Air Force Personnel Center (Readiness Center) 1-800-435-9941  
Hurlburt Field Family Support Center - 884-5441 
Readiness/Disaster Preparedness 884-1152/54 
Hurlburt AFB Command Post (850) 884 -8100  (DSN #579-8100) 
 
OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS    
Contact your Unit Control Center for your squadron hurricane/evacuation information    
Hurlburt Field Emergency Management Office - 884-1154/4304    
Eglin AFB Emergency Management Office - 882-3173/2025    
Citizen Information Line (when EOC is activated): Okaloosa 651-7560, Santa Rosa 1-800-225-
7421    
American Red Cross - Okaloosa 314-0316/0069 (after hours), Santa Rosa 432-7601    
Florida Attorney General’s Office (for price gouging) - 1- 866 - 966 - 7226    
National Flood Insurance Program - 1-888-FLOOD29    
Florida Department of  Natural Services (Insurance)- 1-800-342-2762    
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) - 1-800-462-9029    
Maxwell AFB Emergency Contact (During Duty Hours) - DSN 493-7037/5 (334-953-7037/5)   



(After Duty Hours) - DSN 493-7333 (334-953-7333) 
 
HOSPITALS 
FWB Medical Center - 862-1111  
Santa Rosa Medical Center - 626-7762    
Twin Cities Hospital - 678-4131  
N. Okaloosa Med Ctr - 689-8100    
Gulf Breeze Hospital - 934-2000  
Eglin AFB Emergency Room - 883-8227 
 
EVACUATION ROUTE INFORMATION: 
http://www.pensacolanewsjournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=HURRICANE 
 
SHELTER GUIDELINES 
Furnish your own special foods. 
Bring a 24 to 36 hour supply of food for consumption during the peak of the storm when 
personnel will not be allowed out of the shelter. 
Have adequate clothing for the anticipated period of shelter occupancy. 
Bring toiletry/personal items; plastic tumblers; towels and washcloths; books and games; 
raingear. 
Bring inflatable mattresses, sheets, blankets. The possibility exists that only floor space will be 
available. 
Bring required special medicines or foods. 
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